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JOHN COUMBE AND THE INDIANS
By Dr. Jerry Bower

John Coumbe, the first white settler in Richland County, was born in Devonshire England in 1808.
John first set foot in Richland County in June 1838, when he and two friends, Frank Hubbard and John
LaRue, crossed the Wisconsin River in Indian canoes near the mouth of the Pine River. From here they
scouted west along the north bank, finally selecting a site near present-day Port Andrew to build a cabin
and stake a claim. But the large number of Winnebago/Ho-Chunk camped nearby frightened them and
they soon returned to Galena and lead mining. But, two years later, a determined John Coumbe and his
brother, Edward, returned to the claim. The Winnebago were still nearby in a large encampment.

John realized that he was going to have to settle affairs with the Indians after they burned his cabin
one day while he was away clearing land. Refusing to be driven out by the Winnebago, John constructed
a second cabin on a bench of land farther west on his homestead. This location afforded an excellent view
of the Wisconsin and John later built his family a frame house on this site. John’s granddaughter, Camille
Coumbe, has provided a description of this cabin. She wrote that the walls were built of rough logs and
that the floor boards were uneven because there was no sawmill in the area. Across one end John built a
stout counter for storing his supplies. Across the opposite end he built a huge fireplace that could burn an
eight foot log. Pegs were driven into the wall next to the fireplace and John hung his rifle on these when
he was home. Just months later the Indians also burned this cabin.

After this second arson incident John walked to Fort Crawford at Prairie du Chien and appealed to
the military for assistance. The commandant listened to Coumbe’s story and decided to send a
detachment of thirty soldiers to escort the Winnebago west of the Mississippi, where they belonged,
according to President Andrew Jackson’s “Indian Removal Policy.” However, as the men neared the
Winnebagos’ encampment, the Lieutenant lost his nerve and ordered the men to return to Fort Crawford.
But the soldiers balked at this order; they had not marched all this way through the wilderness to return to
quarters without seeing some action! So, the enlisted men elected John Coumbe as their “Captain” and
pushed on under his leadership.

Near Knapp’s Creek the Winnebago had built a large, permanent encampment. When the soldiers
reached the camp, John, who knew the Winnebago language, ordered them to “move out.” To enforce his
order, Captain Coumbe pulled up the stakes from a wigwam and it collapsed. Suddenly a squaw, perhaps
the owner of the fallen wigwam, rushed at John, complaining loudly. Coumbe, a large man, scooped up
the woman and gently tossed her aside and repeated the stake removal from a second wigwam. Now,
when Captain Coumbe repeated his order to move, the Winnebago got busy. Over many years the
Winnebago returned often to their camps, but they never again caused any trouble for John Coumbe.
Coumbe believed this was because he always treated the Indians with “kindness and fairness.”



Page =

The AREY BrfAHKEY News -

Pastoard from the (il

Southern Region

One of the great joys of being a field
service representative is getting to visit
and see first-hand some of Wisconsin's
historic sites, societies and museums.
Such a privilege came on October 30,
when | drove with Kristen Clausen on a
beautiful fall day to Tippesaukee, otherwise
known as the John Coumbe Farmstead,
in Richland County. Kristen works

as an assistant to the current owner,
Mary Moffat. There | met Bruce Moffat,
Mary's son, who lives in Madison. Together
we discussed the farm’s history

and its possible future.

The farm was settled by Coumbe,

the county’s first white seftler, in the
mid-1830s. It has since been listed on
the National Register. More importantly
it has remained in family ownership to
this day. Because of the continuity of
ownership many original furishings, all

the outbuildings, and even the original
field patterns have remained intact. The
retention of the decorative materials,
family papers, cultural landscape and
archaeological resources present a rare
opportunity for scholarly research.

The current owners are well aware

of the educational value of the property,
its holdings, and associated lands, and
are planning to form a 501(c)3 tax exempt
organization to own and preserve

the farm. They also hope to establish a
“cultural field station” where students

and scholars can take full advantage

of these materials for educational purposes.
The educational potential of the
farmstead was proven when the current
owners sponsored a two-day symposium
on the farm's history. Because of

events and discoveries like this, site visits
are a favorite part of the job.

—Rick Bernstein

This article and picture is reproduced
with permission of Columns which is

the Wisconsin Historical Society
newsletter. It appeared on page 6 of

the Jan/Feb edition and fits in nicely
with the feature article on our front page.
Columns can be accessed on their webpage
wisconsinhistory.org which has wonderful
information. Do consider becoming a
member receiving both Columns and
Wisconsin Magazine of History along with
other benefits offered by the Society.

PRESIDENT'S CORNER

The Akey School Museum is
located off Hwy 14 about four

I am excited to be writing this brief item for the very first ever ~ miles south of Twin Bluffs on

issue of THE AKEY BrAKEY News of the Richland County

Cty TB between Richland

Historical Society. We intend to publish twice each year, once in  Center & Gotham or four miles
the Spring prior to opening the Akey School Museum and thenin  Lorth on Cty TB off of Hwy 60

the Fall after the Museum has closed. In our newsletter we intend
to promote Richland County's History. I hope you enjoy this issue.
Comments are welcome, please send them to me at 29448 Pronold

Drive, Richland Center, 5358

Jerry Bower

one mile west of Gotham.

It is open during the summer
months from June through
September on Sundays from
1 p.m. until 4 p.m.
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Consider aa
“DAY TRIP”? to ...

In a section of each newsletter we would
like to devote to an area historical site
to go on a* Day Trip” adventure and
enjoy locations in Southwest Wisconsin.
In this issue we would like to feature:
|

Come & Explore inside Wisconsin’s
largest onyx cave. Guided cave
tours are available Memorial Day
through Labor Day: Tuesdays
through Sundays from 10 a.m.

and the last tour is at 5 p.m.

The tour lasts approximately one
hour. The cave is a constant 52
degrees all year long, so bring a
jacket or sweater to keep warm.

It’s perfect for those hot summer
days. Camping, canoeing, and an
exploratory program are available.
Eagle Cave is located two miles
North off Hwy 60 on Eagle Cave
Road; three miles East of Blue River
or six miles west of the junction of
Hwy 60 & Hwy 80 into Muscoda.
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The Richland County
Historical Society has
nominated IN AGES PAST, by
Marilyn Rinehart, for the
Wisconsin Historical
Society/Wisconsin State
Genealogical Society
Genealogy/Family History
Award. The entries will be
judged during the summer
and awards will be presented
in the Fall.

Richland County Historical Society WEBSITE

CHECK OUT our fall newsletter for information about our planned WEBSITE.
Board member Barb Pauls is looking into creating a Richland County Historical Society
WEBSITE with the possibilities of posting our Bi-annual Newsletter and Akey School
Museum information , as well as local history. If you have pictures of one room
school’s get in touch with Barb by mail or sending the information to her e-mail

bpauls@countryspeed.com
In memoriam...
The Richland County Historical Society
would like to recognize Harold W. Pauls
Jor his dedication, contributions, and
commitment to preserving, supporting
and promoting the Akey School. We
feel it is only fitting that he should be
recognized in this the first edition of
“The AKEY BrAKEY News”.
The following excerpt was laken
from his obituary.
Harold W. Pauls of Lone Rock passed away on Wednesday, July
30, 2008. He was born on February 1, 1925 on the Twin Bluffs
family farm on which he lived his entire life. He was the son of
Christopher and Della (Jacobson) Pauls. Harold was married on
July 17, 1976 to the former Barbara Beck. He taught school for 12
years at the Pulaski Grade School and 23 years in the River Valley
School District. Harold enjoyed working on his farm, dancing
especially the polka, playing cards, cooking and riding his moped.
Most of all, Harold relished spending time with family and friends.
He was a member of the Masons, the UW-Richland Alumni Board,
the Richland County Historical Society Board, the Richland Area
Retired Education Association, the Richland Coin Club, the
Backroad Express Riders and the Gotham Lions Club.
He was a proud member of the committee that founded the Akey
School Museum. Harold also appreciated a good celebration and a
good joke. We will miss his buoyant nature and sense of humor.

SUMMER / FALL CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Information accessed from the Richland Area Chamber of Commerce
www.richlandchamber.com/events
June 7 — Akey School Museum opens
14 Richland County Dairy Breakfast
19 — 21 Wisconsin High School Rodeo
20 June Dairy Days Parade
25 — 27 Star Spangled Celebration
July 5 — Richland Center Independence Day Celebration
25 — Churning Dirt Nationals
August 14 — 15 Walk with GRACE
September 9 — 13 Richland County Fair
October 2 —4 Center Color Fiesta
3 — Canyon of Lights Parade




